& & F & & 

% ES ‘ f é: % pas : 
2: & . £ : ‘ 

Be was A % d 

g wa a & 

3 & ga Y 

s & ee ¥ 

: & y 

ss BS ¥ 


ase 


Texas Packet Radio Society 
P.O. Box 50238 Denton, Texas 76206-0238 


Volume 7 - Issue 1 


Inside : 


by: 
Peter Eaton, WB9FLW,, TAPR Director 
Lyle Johnson, WA7GXD, TAPR Director/President 


Note: This article was first published in 1984, but is still 
very pertinent today. The hope of this article is to have 
outside experts explain the POOP on packet and 
possibly make it more acceptable. We are opening the 
guide with this article, because it has some very good 
points to make about packet before the rest of the guide 
is read. 


Overview 

A lot of POOP has been discovered on packet 
frequencies across the nation and around the 
world! Indeed, inaddition to its health and welfare 
implications, POOP is both unnecessary and 
oftentimes offensive. - While other four-letter 
acronyms have been used to describe the 
characteristics of POOP, it is hoped that POOP is 
sufficiently recognizable by packeteers to 
eliminate the need to express the others! 


[ Continued on Pege 2 ] 
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Jim Neely, WA5LHS 


Inthe last column we discussed networks and gave 
an example of using NetRom/TheNet as it is done 
in Texas. The particular example we used was that 
of connecting to another node several hundred 
miles away. 


Our example described a technique once knownas 
“digi hopping”. In today's modern networks, this 
is usually not necessary if the nodes are close 
enough that they are known to each other. In 
Texas, where there may be 10 or more NetRom/ 
TheNet nodes between two extremes, the end 
nodes quite often are not aware of each other and 
therefore not able to establish the virtual 
connection as designed. When this occurs, 
particularly in the more sparsely populated areas, 
such as Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, etc., it is 
necessary to give the NetRom/TheNet some help. 


I'd like to thank John Gubernard, K2LSX for his 
permission to reprint portions of his letter, sent by 
way of Compuserve. His explanation of the 
NetRom/TheNet is quite good and is probab]v 
[ Continued on Page 5 ] 
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The TPRS Quarterly Report is published quarterly by the Texas Packet 
Radio Society, Inc. Materials submitted for publication will be published 
on a space-available basis. Address all articles, calendar of events 
information, and correspondence to : 


~ Texas Packet Radio Society 
P.O. Box 50238 
Denton, Texas 
76206-0238 
or 

Greg Jones, WD5IVD 

ATTN: TPRS Q-Report 
1418 Ridgecrest 

Denton, Tx 76205 


BITNET : greg@untvax 
Packet : WO5IVD @ WAS5MWD CIS : 72047,3455 

TexNet : Use PMS @ DALLAS Disk formats (IBM/MAC) 
INTERNET : greg@dept.csci.unt.edu 


UUCP : convex!ntvax!greg 


TPRS Bulletin Board Area 
PC-EVE 

Phone : (713) 955-7564 
Join TPRS section. 


TexNet Network Coordinator 
Will Summers, WR5C @ WR5C 


Mailbox/BBS Group 


Texas Packet Radio Society 


Director/President: 
Harry Ridenour, NOCCW 
(512) 654-4405 

Director/Vice President: 
Greg Jones, WD5IVD 
(817) 383-0877 

Director/Secretary: 

Will Summers, WR5C 
(214) 484-1080 

Director: 

Carl Finke, WB5DDP 

Director: 

Jim Brooks, W5ERO 
(806) 797-6758 

Treasurer: 

Jim Neely, WA5LHS 


Leave messages to 

TPRS as PUBLIC. 
Current TPRS and TexNet 
info posted 


[ POOP - continued] 


What, exactly, is POOP? How does one eliminate 
it? How can one help others to cause it to not be 
propagated? The answers to these questions form 
the basis of this paper. 


POOP - What is it? 

POOP is simply an acronym for Poor Operating On 
Packet. While it may evoke other thoughts in one’s 
mind, the relationship between those other 
thoughts and poor operating practices is probably 
pretty clear and will not be further elaborated 
upon. 


POOP - How does one eliminate it? 

In order to eliminate POOP, one must simply not 
generate it. If itis generated, it will be passed onto 
packet channels, needlessly clogging them. While 
there are many varieties of POOP, and it would be 
impossible to describe them all in this paper, 
several of the more obnoxious and prevalent forms 
of it are described. 
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David Cheek, WASMWD @ WA5MWD 


Quarterly Report Editor: 
Greg Jones, WD5IVD 


Texas Networks Group 
Harry Ridenour, NOCCW @ WR5C 


Frog POOP 

If you have ever been around a pond, you have 
undoubtedly heard the loud and constant noise 
put on by frogs. It seems amazing that so small a 
creature can make such a disturbance! If you have 
ever monitored a busy packet channel, you have 
probably seen plenty of beacon messages. Here 
again, a large disturbance may be caused. 


Beacon features were included in TNC software in 
the early days of packet when stations were few 
and far between. Like the frog on the pond, the 
noises were made to attract attention of like species 
-in this case, other packet stations. Unlike the frog, 
whosettles down after he gets what he was looking 
for, many packeteers continue to send beacons, 
often on crowded channels. Some packeteers 
contrive clever beacons, to sound bells, clear 
screens, or print multi-line declarations on the 
screens of all who can decode the beacon. 


The proper rules governing beacons are simple: ~ 


1) Determine why you need to beacon. 

Beacons declaring that you are unavailable, or on 
vacation, are perfectly useless and mark you as a 
real POOPer. If the information you are 
attempting to convey is important, perhaps 
leaving it as a message addressed to all on the 
nearest packet bulletin board station (PBBS) is a 
better alternative. On the other hand, if you are 
living in tornado alley and see a funnel, an urgent 
beacon may be appropriate. 


(In-search-of POOP) 

If the purpose of your beacon is to let folks know 
you are around and want to connect, it may be 
better to just turn on the radio and let your TNC 
decodea few packets from other stations. This way 
you can see who is on and then simply send a 
connect request rather than a beacon. 


Many new TNC software releases include an 
MHEARD function, allowing you to see the 
contents of a buffer containing the last several 
packet stations heard by your station. 


If you are convinced that you must transmit 
without listening for a few minutes (or if the channel 
really does appear dead), dropping into UNPROTO 
mode (CONVERSE mode from COMMAND mode without 
first connecting) and typing a short CQ message 
(which may be as simple as a carriage return if UNPROTO is 
set to CQ) is preferable to beaconing one. 


2) Compose the briefest possible beacon text. 
Cute beacons that fill a screen, sound bells, or clear 
screens will only mark your station as obnoxious. 
It is a classic way to lose friends and increase your 
count of enemies! 


3) Use BEACON AFTER rather than BEACON EVERY. 
If the channel is busy, one-way broadcasts (whichis, 
after all, what a beacon really is) are not welcome. It’s 
bad enough to try and maintain a connection 
through a digipeater or two without having a 
channel clogged by transmissions from 
unattended stations that come on the air every few 
minutes. Beacon AFTER with a value of thirty 
minutes will assure that you do not add to busy 
channel bedlam. 


4) Don’t send beacons more often than every thirty 
minutes, preferably less frequently. 


5) Digipeat beacons with care! 

Digipeating may cause a large number of local 
packeteers to be subjected to screens full of your 
beacon text. This may be desirable. Then again, it 
may not. Consider your motive and objective for 
your particular beacon, then set up the path. 


Squid POOP 

As Amateurs, we admit to occasional spelling 
errors. We meant Scwid (Sending CWID) Sending a 
CWID is somewhat akin to using class B (spark) 
transmissions on the lower end of 20 meters when 
the band is open. It’s annoying and serves no 
useful function. 


The CWID feature was included in earlier TNCs to 
help the uninitiated masses of Amateurs identify a 
station that was making “packet racket.” The 
decoder of the CW would (hopefully) contact the 
station sending the CWID and inform him of the 
strange noises emanating from his radio, upon 
which the proud packeteer would politely inform 
the bearer of the bad tidings that the noise was 
intentional. In the ensuing conversation and 
demonstration, another convert would then be 
won over to the new way of communicating. 


Besides, the FCC once required a CWID every ten 
minutes or so! Nowadays, the FCC has recognized 
our heretical behavior, packet'is state-sponsored 
and CWID is no longer required of packet stations. 


As a final note, most packet operation occurs on 
VHF, and everybody knows that most folks on 
VHF can’t copy code anyway! 


Bull POOP 

Try entering a field containing a bull. While many 
bulls are mild mannered, some are very territorial 
and will chase you away. The same is true of a 
packet BULLetin board station. Many are mild 
mannered, aware of other packet stations on the 
channel and content to share the channel with 
them. Others, however, are not. They will chase 
you away unless you came to feed them. They do 
it quite simply, and often are ignorant of their 
ferocity. 


A skilled matador, however, can soon tame a 
ferocious bull. So can the operator of a PBBS tame 
his BULL. The keys are TNC setup files. Most 
PBBS software contains a file (or files) describing the 
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characteristics of the TNC(s) attached to the 
computer serial port(s). The magic commands are 
PACLEN, MAXFRAME and DWAIT. 


If a PBBS is operating on HF, PACLEN should be 
fairly short, perhaps 40 or so. Since this parameter 
describes the length-of the information field, not 
the header and control bytes, a setting in excess of 
80 (the length of one line on most computer displays) is 


probably the longest needed. 


MAXFRAME can be the cause of a lot of useful 
bandwidth reduction. If the PBBS is on a channel 
shared by other users, MAXFRAME 1 is 
reasonable. We have heard PBBS’s sending 
packets of many frames to stations that were 
having a hard time decoding anything, and the 
channel was reduced to uselessness for other 
stations. Similarly, we have often heard PBBS’s on 
HF sending long packets of multiple long frames, 
getting an ACK on the first one only (if any), and 
repeating the process over and over. Computers 
are infinitely patient, but humans wanting to use 
the channel may not be! 


DWAIT is perhaps the strongest medicine to apply 
to an overly possessive BULL. PBBS stations 
should set DWAIT to 320 milliseconds. For a TNC 
2 itis DWAIT 32. 


If youarenot the owner of a BULL, but venture into 
territory where one lives, you can help tame the 
beast! The following suggestions are highly 
recommended: 


1) DO NOT DXA PBBS! In this case, DX means 
multi-hop digipeating or networking to a PBBS on 
VHF. 


2) Don’t send the PBBS a command before it has 
responded to your previous command! Hitting a 
key twice (or hitting it harder!) WILL NOT improve 
your chances of getting through! The nature of a 
packet system is that the message gets through 
accurately, or not at all. Sometimes it may take a 
while, especially if a digipeater or HF link is 
involved, butit will get through. Ifnot, you will get 
a ***DISCONNEGTE Dim essavc: 


Untimely POOP 

POOP can’t easily be made timely, but TNCs can! 
And TNCs that aren’t timely can sure contribute to 
the level of POOP on a packet channel! 
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In the January, 1986 issue of PSR Quarterly, Tom 
Clark, W3IWI, made a convincing argument for 
the setting of the DWAIT parameter for all packet 
operations. 


Digipeaters wind up with the highest priority. 
Since these stations are the most susceptible to 
collisions, and generate the most congestion on a 
retry, they deserve first shot at an empty time slot. 
Keyboard users, operating in a keyboard-to- 
keyboard QSO, generate little traffic. After all, one 
can only type so fast! They get the next priority. 
PBBS and host stations generally produce a fair 
amount of data out for a little data in. Thus, the 
keyboarder has priority getting into the PBBS, but 
the PBBS waits for other keyboard users before 
dumping what will probably be a longer packet 
onto the channel. File transfers, generating the 
most data and hence requiring the most 
bandwidth, are requested to be more polite and 
give other users a fair shot at the shared channel. 
Thus, they are held off the longest. 


Wide adoption of this scheme may not 
significantly reduce congestion on a channel, butit 
should help the channel operate on a fairer basis 
than otherwise. 


Snake POOP 
A snake has a fairly unique characteristic. A snake 
has no ears! 


Too many packeteers seem to have the impression 
that, by connecting a TNC to the speaker jack on 
their radio, they don’t have to have a speaker 
connected! 


The results can often be observed. Excessive 
retries on a channel because the antenna isn’t 
oriented properly leads to multipath and poor 
reception. The other end of the link simply “goes 
away’ for no apparent reason (unless you are 
listening!). The other station is over-deviating, or 
another user on another mode, or... And, on a 
shared-mode channel (or shared repeater), packet can 
get a bad name in a hurry! 


Kangaroo POOP 

Akangaroojumps around. If you have long files to 
transfer, you should jump around, too! A busy 
channel during the early evening hours is not the 
place for file transfers, automatic message 


forwarding or similar bandwidth-hungry 


procedures. What can you do? Jump off to another 
frequency, perhaps. If this is not feasible, set your 
alarm for 3 AM and jump to another time, eating 
up the channel then. 


POOP - the final scoop 

The ultimate means to eliminate POOP is to 
SCOOP! By means of the SCOOP, no one will ever 
be able to detect packet POOP emanating from 
your station! SCOOP means Setting COrrect 
Operating Parameters. If you heed the advice to 
avoid POOP given above, this final measure will 
permit you to have a full clean-air rating! 


Happy Packeting! 


[ Beginning Packet - continued] 


quite appropriate for a good deal of the more 
populated areas of the country. It is nice to know 
that the column is read, particularly by someone 
who is obviously not a beginner. I also appreciate 
the comments and additions. 


From: John T. Gubernard, K2LSX 73210,3267 


“My qualifications are as a NetRom/TheNet 
Network builder and a NODE operator of 3 
NODES which together with other NODE 
operators cover the PA, CNJ, NNIBNYC COE Cr 
and NY areas. 


Net/Rom automatically takes care of the routing of 
traffic between one NODE and another. A user 
needs to specify just the desired destination and 
not the route. Each NODE keeps track of the other 
NODES in the Network and the various possible 
paths that may be used to reach them. If a NODE 
or path becomes unusable due to equipment 
failure or poor propagation, Netkom 
automatically changes to an alternate route (if 
available) to circumvent the outage. Conversely, 
whenanew NODEis placed on-line, other NODES 
automatically incorporate the new NODE into the 


Network routing structure. Such routing changes. 


are handled dynamically, without disrupting user 
connections in progress. 


Uplink-Crosslink-Downlink Connection 
Example: Suppose you want to contact a user 
station that can’t copy your local NODE, but is in 
range of another NODE that serves his area. To 


utilize the full store-and-forward capability of the 
NODES, however, you would use a three step 
procedure: 


(1) Connect to your local NODE. 

(2) Issue aCONNECT command with the callsign 
or mnemonic identifier of the distant NODE, once 
connected to the distant NODE. 

(3) Issue aCONNECT command with the callsign 
of the other user station. 


When you perform step (2) of this procedure, you 
are asking your local NODE to create a “circuit” for 
you between your local NODE and the distant 
NODE. If the two NODES are sufficiently far 
apart, the circuit may have to pass through several 
intermediate NODES. In any case, the routing is 
performed automatically by the NODE. Your 
circuit is carried by a series of AX.25 “crosslinks” 
between pairs of adjacent NODES. 


In all likelihood, the necessary crosslinks are 
already established when you issue your 
CONNECT command (one crosslink can carry many 
circuits), if not, then the necessary crosslinks are set 
up. All of this crosslinking stuff happens 
automatically and transparently - you needn't 
worry about it. ” 


After reading John’s letter, I tried to connect to 
AMA whichisin Amarillo, Texas. Amarillois 525 
miles from Austin and the AUS node. It timed out 
as expected. Once you have passed the point of a 
node being aware of your node, the network needs 
help. Using NetRom/TheNet you can jump 
several nodes ata time, instead of having to handle 
each step asin simple digipeating. This saves time 
and will also let the network help you where it can. 


For those of you interested in networking other 
than packet, Icanrecommend “The Cuckoo's Egg” 
by Clifford Stoll. This is the story of how Clifford 
tracked down the Hamburg hacker. It is one of the 
best written books I have read in several years and 
is highly deserving of its long stay on the best seller 
lists. It will probably mess up your sleeping habits 
for a few days, since it is quite a page turner. The 
book should be available in your local book stores. 


Next month we’ll get back to operating and a few 
more basics. 
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Greg Jones - WDSIVD 


Overall the Packet aspects of HamCom ‘90 went 
off without a hitch. The Packet Forum sponsored 
by TPRS was again a great success this year with 
attendance on Saturday morning of 200+ people 
and continuing the rest of the day with around 100 
people for all the various forum talks. The Sunday 
morning recaps increased in attendance from last 
year. I would like to thank the speakers who made 
presentations this year for their help in making the 
packet forum one to remember. I would like to 
thank Jim Neely, WA5LHS, for his additional help 
with the forum. 


The TPRS booth was very busy. The Texas Packet 
Operating Guide sold out within the first 3 hours 
of the convention Saturday. 80 new members 
joined TPRS pushing our membership total near 
400 members. John Koster, W9DDD, brought in 
his RICH node, which was set up at the Sheraton. 
This allowed the convention area access to the 
Texas TexNet network. Having access to network 
nodes from the coast of Texas to Arkansas made 
some of the interactive presentations very nice. 


The TPRS Annual Business Meeting was held 
Saturday. Elections took place. Saturday 
afternoon also saw the TPRS/AMSAT/TAPR 
Hospitality suite in the Sheraton which started at 
5pm. The hospitality suite was a large success 
with well over 150 people coming in and out all 
evening long. Thanks to AMSAT and TAPR for 
their cooperation. 


I would like to thank everyone that was at 
HamCom this year that helped out and hope 
everyone who attended enjoyed the packet forum. 


As a last note - HamCom ’90 will be held again on 
the 2nd weekend in June (7-9th) 1990 . Hope to see 
you all there next year. 


eee0e8 PC-EVE @eee0e0 


NEW TPRS BBS 


(713) 955-7564 
Join TPRS Section 


| for Messages, Current Info, and Files 
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ene 3-5, 1990 Red an oan ane Texas 


Technical Sessions 

e Picture yourself-literally-on fast-scan TV, and see 
how to do it yourself. Discover how ATV's being 
used to handle emergencies. 

¢ Find out the latest out-of-this world happenings 
in amateur radio satellites. 


¢ Catch up on the latest in Packet Radio 
networking — or learn the basics. 


e Tune into the wild world of DX, as a noted DXer 
relates his experiences. Find out how DxXers are 
using packet technology to aid in working that 
‘rare one’. 


¢ Learn about the rapidly-evolving technology of 
solar power from experts with the City of Austin. 
Then,visit their 750 KW photovoltaic plant. 


Exhibits 

¢ Come and enjoy the state of the hobby, with 
exhibits on packet, ham satellites, ham TV, and 
state-of-the art electronic instrumentation from 
Tektronix. 


Accommodations 

¢ We're at our traditional spot this year, but it 
sports a new name and a new look! Enjoy the 
hospitality of the Red Lion Hotel, 6121 I-35 North 
at US 290, Austin, TX. 78752. Phone (512) 323-5466. 
Mention Austin Summerfest and get our 
convention rates of $50 per room per night, single 
or double occupancy. Use the form on the next 
page for mail registration, if you wish. In any 
event, please note the July 23 cutoff on guaranteed 
convention rate reservations, so please act now. 


Further Info 
e Write to Austin Summerfest, P.O. Box 13473, 
Austin, TX 78711 or call (512) 345-0800. 


TPRS SCRAPBOOK 
Larry is making up ascrapbook for TPRS. It will 
contain such items as newspaper and magazine 


articles, site descriptions, and photographs of 
the equipment used in TexNet. Please send 
your photos and descriptions to: WBS5IZL- Larry 
Jennings, 6708 Sayle St., Greenville, Tx. 75401. 


The American Radio Relay League 
The Canadian Radio Relay League 


Plan to participate in the 9th Computer 
Networking Conference, jointly sponsored by 
ARRL and CRRL, to be held this September in 
Canada—the country that first brought you packet 
radio! Here are the details: 


TIME/DATE/LOCATION: 9 AM to 5 PM, 
Saturday, 1990 September 22. London Regional 
Art Gallery and Museum, 421 Ridout Street North, 
London, Ontario 


REGISTRATION: $US 20 or $CDN 25. 
Registration fee includes a copy of the conference 
proceedings and a catered hot lunch. 


A WORD ABOUT THE LOCATION: London, 
Ontario is located in Southern Ontario midway 
between Detroit, Michigan, Buffalo, and New 
York. London is accessible by car via Highway 
401, rail, or air. While no major airlines have direct 
service to London, excellent commuter service to 
Toronto and Detroit is provided by Air Ontario (Air 
Canada) and Canadian Partner (Canadian Airlines 
International). ComAir (Delta) provides connector 
service from Cincinnati and Cleveland, Ohio. The 
London Regional Art Gallery and Museum is 
located in downtown London, overlooking Harris 
Park at the forks of the Thames River. 


A WORD ABOUT ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Conference organizers have negotiated a special 
flat rate of $CDN 85 a night (no limit to the number of 
people allowed to stay in one room) at the Radisson 
Hotel, London Centre, located about four blocks 
from the conference site. A list of alternate 
accommodations can be furnished on request. 
Conference participants must make their own 
reservations at the Radisson. Use the toll-free 
number (800) 333-3333 and mention the 
conference. 


A WORD ABOUT THE CONFERENCE: Past 
computer networking conferences have attracted 
120-150 participants from all over the US and 
Canada — and occasionally from beyond. 
Conference speakers share the results of recent 


work at the leading edge of packet radio. 


HOW TO REGISTER: Send $US 20 or $CDN 25 to: 
9th Computer Networking Conference 
c/o Harry MacLean, VE3GRO 
500 Riverside Drive 
London, ON N6H 2R7 


Include your name, address and call (if any). You 
will receive a confirmation in the mail, along with 
maps and additional information related to the 
conference. 


The 1990 annual meeting of the Texas Packet Radio Society, 
Inc. was called to order by the president, Harry Ridenour, 
NOCCW, at 5:10 PM on 9 June 1990 at HamComin Arlington, 
Texas. 


Present at this meeting were approximately 55 members and 
guests and the following officers and directors of the 
organization: 


Harry Ridenour President and Director 
Greg Jones Vice-President and Director 
Will Summers Secretary and Director 

Rick Russell Past-Treasurer 

Jim Neely Treasurer 

Jim Brooks Director 

Carl Finke Director 


1. Report from the President, Harry Ridenour, NOCCW: 

A. Harry recognized the work done by Dorothy Jones 
(KA5DWR) in keeping up with the correspondence and 
membership roles. 

B. Harry recognized Bob Morgan (WB5AOH) for his 
efforts in coordinating and motivating the efforts of the 
amateurs in Oklahoma and western Arkansas. The TexNet 
system is now active in and connects parts of three states 
(Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas). 

C. Harry commended Greg Jones (WDSIVD) and John 
Koster (W9DDD) for improvements which they made while 
re-working the documentation for the TexNet NCP kits (the 
NCP board, the RCA-700 radios, the modems, etc). 

D. Harry reported that alpha and beta testing are in 
progress on TexNet software ona TNC2 platform. Harry has 
received numerous questions regarding an estimated 
availability date; to this he responded that we'll release the 
code when we think it’s ready - no estimated date, at this 
time. 

E. Harry reported that the Software supprot group within 
TexNet has officially released Version 1.5. Most users 
already have this version; those (in Texas) who don’t should 
expect to receive this version, soon. 

F. Harry commented on the rapid expansion of nodes in 
TexNet in many parts of the state of Texas. This expansion 
should continue in the future. 
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2. Report from the Vice-President, Greg Jones, WD5IVD: 

A. Greg commented on the many TexNet support groups 
and their activities. We have groups dedicated to software, 
hardware, mailbox operation, etc. The year has quite an 
active agenda; however, much of the activity has been quiet 
and did not require public announcements. 


3. Report from Director Carl Finke, WB5DDP: 

A. Carl has been working on installing the TexNet code 
ona TNC2 in order to operate at 9600 baud. This work has 
been quite successful and a number of non-user-access link- 
radio set-ups have been built. 


4. Report from Director Jim Brooks, W5SERO: 

A. Jim commented on the number of people attending 
today’s meeting. Jim was pleased. 

B. Jim has worked on the TexNet code for the TNC2. 

C. Jim expressed his thanks to Harry for his coordination 
efforts during the past year. 


5. Report from the Secretary, Will Summers, WR5C: 

A. David Cheek (WA5MWD) moved and Bill Wade 
(WD5HIJP) seconded a motion to have Will summarize the 
minutes from the previous Annual meeting of The TPRS. 
This proposal passed unanimously. Will read an 
abbreviated version of the minutes. Louis Guide (N5JKH) 
moved and Paul Guido (NSIUT) seconded a motion to accept 
the minutes; this motion passed. 


6. Report from the Treasurer, Jim Neely, WA5LHS: 

A. Jim first expressed his thanks to Rick Russell who had 
been the treasurer at the beginning of the year. (Note from the 
secretary: Rick had accepted the position, a year ago, with the 
understanding that it would be only for the time necessary to find 
a replacement and make an orderly transition to that person.) 

B. Jim then presented the report of the financial status of 
the club. This report contained an audited statement from 
our CPA, as of the end of 1989. Bill Wade (WD5HJP) moved 
and Rick Russell (KF5RN) seconded a motion to accept the 
treasurer’s report; the motion passed. 


7. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Harry read a proposed change to the By-Laws. This 
change was proposed at the Winter meeting (last March) and 
had been discussed in the Quarterly Report. The nature of 
the change was to define a quorum as: “those bona fide 
members at a meeting shall constitute a quorum”. This 
proposal was accepted. 


8. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Harry presented certificates of recognition to the 

following persons: 

Rick Russell - for his service as treasurer for many years. 

Tom Aschenbrenner - for his many hours of 
experimenting and service which brought TexNet to life 
from the very first ideas. Tom was unable to attend, so the 
award was received by John Koster, W9DDD, for Tom. 

Tom McDermott - for his dedication to the ideas both the 
TexNet hardware / software system and the TPRS 
Organization, itself. 


Harry had intended to present placques to these individuals, 
but the manufacturer suffered from a fire and the placques 
were not available. 


Page 8 


B. Tom McDermott reported on the CARDINAL project. 
Tom has been working on getting the TexNet code to operate 
on an IBM-PC-compatible board. This is running and 
demonstrable in a wire-wrap prototype configuration. This 
allows great flexibility in what services are installed in a 
TexNet node; additionally, this configuration allows for 
testing of code-modifications. After Tom’s report, Harry 
announced that Tom has agreed to donate the results of this 
project to the TPRS. 


9. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS: 

A. The two directors whose terms expire as of this 
meeting are Carl Finke (WB5DDP) and Greg Jones 
(WDSIVD). These two directors were previously nominated 
for new two-year terms. No additional nominations were 
made from the floor. No additional nominations had been 
made from any mailed-in ballots. Louis Guido (N5JKH) 
moved and Rick Russell (KF5RN) seconded that the 
nominated persons be elected by acclamation; this motion 
passed. 


10. Drawing for door-prize. 

A. Harry had arranged to have an AEA-PK838 as a door- 
prize. Each TPRS member present had been given one ticket 
for this prize. (Officers and Directors were not allowed to 
participate in this drawing.) By random drawing, Mike 
Heskett, WB5QLD, was awarded the PK88. 


11. Adjournment. 

A. Ona motion by Louis Guido (N5JKH), seconded by Bill 
Wade (WD5HIJP), and passed by voice vote, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:55 PM. 


Will Summers / WR5C / Secretary 


The board of directors for the Texas Packet Radion Society, 
Inc. met in Arlington, Texas on 8 June 1990. The meeting was 
called to order by President Harry Ridenour (NOCCW) at 
1035 PM. 


Present at this meeting were: 
Harry Ridenour, NOCCW President and Director 


Greg Jones, WD5IVD Vice-President and Director 
Jim Neely, WA5LHS Treasurer 

Will Summers, WR5C Secretary and Director 

Jim Brooks, W5ERO Director 

Carl Finke, WB5DDP Director 


1. Those present reviewed and commented on the proposed 
agenda for tomorrow’s annual meeting. 

A. Network expansion. 

B. Software status. - It was recommended that the 
coordination list include an indication of software-release 
level. Moved by Jim Brooks, seconded by Greg, a motion 
passed to place “on hold” any software release(s) until the 
summer meeting, in Austin; however, “beta test” versions 
may be made available. Also suggested was that any pre- 
release versions carry a recognizable version-id number. 


2. Will indicated his willingness to continue as secretary. 
This was stated witha comment that he does not, at this time, 
wish to assume the membership and_ general 
correspondence which is currently: being handled by 
Dorothy Jones, KASDWR. Will will continue as corporate 
secretary and TexNet node-coordinator. 


3. A discussion was held regarding the level of 
communication among the directors. All agreed that we 
should all talk with each other more often. Additional 
comments were made indicating that all directors should 
receive reports from any special-function group meeting(s). 


4. The directors discussed whether a FAX machine for the 
club would be usable. The concensus was that the cost could 
not be justified at this time. 


5. Greg reported that stock-levels forall kits would sufficient 
after all the parts currently on order arrived. 


6. The directors agreed that the TPRS should be responsible 
for development of a Network Management System. Moved 
by Jim Neely, seconded by Carl, a proposal to spend up to 
$300.00 to acquire a bare AT-Class processor board and 
necessary support hardware passed. This processor will 
then be used to develop the needed software for network 
management functions. 


7. Harry requested formal approval by the board of the costs 
for the hospitality suite. This suite (tomorrow night) will be 
jointly supported by TPRS, TAPR, and AMSAT. Each of the 
other clubs has agreed to pay an equal portion of the costs of 
this suite, not to exceed $175.00. Moved by Greg, and 
seconded by Jim Neely, a motion for TPRS to pay any 
remaining costs passed. 


8. Discussing the CARDINAL board which is being 
developed by Tom McDermott, the board agreed to take no 
action until the August meeting at which time we should 
have more information and design specifications for 
decisions such as how many should we produce. Will asked 
Greg to have estimated production-cost and sales-revenue 
figures available at the August meeting. 


9. Ona motion by Will, seconded by Carl, and unanimously 
agreed, the meeting was adjourned by Harry at 1239 AM (9 
June). 


Will Summers / WRSC, Secretary 


The board of directors for the Texas Packet Radion Society, 
Inc. met in Arlington, Texas on 9 June 1990. The meeting was 
called to order by President Harry Ridenour (NOCCW) at 555 
PM. 


Present at this meeting were: 


Harry Ridenour, NOCCW Director 
Greg Jones, WD5IVD Director 
Jim Neely, WA5LHS 

Will Summers, WR5C Director 
Jim Brooks, WSERO Director 
Carl Finke, WB5DDP Director 


1. Jim Neely (former Treasurer) reported on the status of the 
financial reports for the club. . 


2. Will reported that the registered agent address is still that 
of Tom McDermott but that he is intending to file the 
necessary papers to change the address to his own. 


3. Greg commented on the changing nature of the 
organization; how the attitudes are those of a “larger”, and/ 
or “more mature” organization. He hopes that this trend will 
continue. 


4. There was a general discussion regarding boards, kits, etc. 
This included the financing of kits. All agreed that no 
action(s) by the board are needed at this time. 


5. Regarding antennas, the board saw no need to order more 
at this time. 


6. A discussion followed regarding the relocation of TPRS 
business from the DRIG land-line bulletin board system to 
the PC-EVE land-line system maintained by Walter Holmes. 
The access to DRIG has been difficult at best since the time 
that DRIG became the board for AMSAT. 


7. Will then chaired the election of new officers for the next 
year. These officers were elected by unamimous vote for 
each office by the directors: 

President: Harry Ridenour, NOCCW 

Vice-President: Greg Jones, WDSIVD 

Treasurer: Jim Neely, WA5LHS 

Secretary: Will Summers, WR5C 


8. Jim reporied that the transfer of the bank-accounts has 
been completed. 


9. Greg moved and Will seconded a motion for adjournment. 
On unamimous vote, the meeting was adjourned by Harry at 
605 PM. 


Will Summers / WRSC, Secretary 


Jim Neely, WA5LHS 


William L. Dunn & Associates 
CPA 


Board of Directors 
TEXAS PACKET RADIO SOCIETY, INC. ; 


We have complied the accompanying balance sheet of the 
TEXAS PACKET RADIO SOCIETY, INC. (a Texas not-for- 
profit corporation) at December 31, 1989 and the related 
statement of operations for the year then ended in 
accordance with standards established by the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 


A compilation is limited to presenting in the form of 
financial statements information that is the representation of 
management. We have not audited or reviewed the 
accompanying financial statements and, accordingly, we do 
not express an opinion or any other form of assurance ot 
them. 
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The Society prepares its interim financial statements 
without the informative disclosures ordinarily required by 
generally accepted accounting principles. If the omitted 
disclosures were included, they might influence the user’s 
conclusions about the Society’s financial position, activities 
and changes in fund balances. Accordingly, these financial 
statements are not designed for those who are not informed 
about such matters. 


Will L Dunn & Associates 
March 20, 1990 


Statement of Operations 


12-31-89 
REVENUE 
Membership 3,026.00 31.8 
Software 135.00 1.4 
NCP / Daughter Board 1,577.50 16.6 
Donations 10.00 0.1 
Interest Income 170.86 1.8 
Miscellaneous 559.00 5.9 
Kits 3,560.00 37.4 
Modems 485.00 oer 
TOTAL REVENUE 9,523.36 100.00 
GROSS PROFIT 9,523.36 100.00 
EXPENDITURES 
Software 80.00 0.8 
Postage 1,059.38 11.1 
Office Supplies 118.56 eee 
Bank Charges 161.50 Ey 
Hardware / Technical 660.13 6.9 
Printing 1,773.93 18.6 
Professional Fees 330.00 6 Be) 
Miscellaneous 645.39 6.8 
NCP 2,014.00 fa | 
EPROMS 298.13 yl 
KITS 2,174.28 22.8 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 9,315.30 97.8 
NET INCOME 208.06 pL 
Balance Sheet 
12-31-89 
ASSETS 
Cash in Bank 3,768.34 
NCP R&D Donations 1,458.58 
TOTALASSETS 5,226.92 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Fund Balance 5,018.86 
Net Income (LOSS) 208.06 
TOTAL LIABILITY & EQUITY = 5,226.92 
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OKLAHOMA and TEXAS Net 

The big news in May was that the CLAYTON node 
was turned on and networked with PARIS to 
create the link between the Oklahoma and Texas 
TexNet networks. This added an additional 294 
miles of network, making the length of the 
network well other a 1000 miles in coverage area. 
Bob Morgan (WB5AOH) and Joe Borovetz 
(WA5VMS) have been primarily responsible for 
the Oklahoma network. CLAYTON was on the air 
a year ago whenit was struck by lightening. PARIS 
was installed shortly after the CLAYTON node 
was lost this last fall. This connection now makes 
TexNet cover Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas in 
one contiguous network. A pat on the back for all 
those involved ! 


NWS - Was down for about 2 weeks. Problem was 
a failed PTT line to the radio from the NCP. 


EDDY - EDDY is still planned to be put back into 
operations before the end of summer. EDDY will , 
be at about 1400 feet, but will only serve as a 
backbone relay. ‘i. 


GREENVL - The GREENVL 440 radio is still not 
100%. 


CORPUS - The node will be installed in its 
permanent location sometime this late spring. 


AMARILO- The Amarillo node came online since 
the last Q-Report. Welcome to the network. 


ABILENE - An agreement has been signed with 
the building owners to allow roof access. This 
should allow a node to be installed soon. 


HOUSTON - Should be operational in the next 
few months. 


BRAZOS - Still working towards an install in the 
near future. 


New nodes - There were four new nodes 
purchased at HamCom. Two for Texas, One for 
Arkansas, and one for Oklahoma. We look 
forward to seeing you all in the network soon ! 


MUM LOCATON 


NAME CALL ACCESS Notes 


NETWORK RESERVED 


Dallas 
Dallas 
Richardson 
Murphy 

Ft Worth 
Eddy 
Austin 
Seguin 

San Antonio 
Denton 
Lubbock 
Midland 
Greenville 
Palestine 
San Angelo 
Rockport 
Corpus Ch 
Pettus 
Estes 
Mesquite 
Corpus Ch 
Corpus Ch 
Alice 
Amarillo 
Abilene 
Doss 

San Antonio 
Luckenbach 
Houston 
Houston 
Houston 
CollStn/Bryan 
Paris 

South Dallas 
Waco 
Falfurrias 
Mercedes 
Sanilsidro 


San Antonio 
Big Springs 
King Mountain 
Alpine 
Refugio 
151-249 

Fort Gibson,ok FTGIBSN WB5AQOH 


Muskogee,ok 
Muskogee,ok 
Oklahoma 


NDALLAS 
TESTBED 
RICH 
MURPHY 
NWS 
EDDY 
AUSTIN 
SEGUIN 
ALAMO 
DENTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 
GREENVL 
PALEST 
ANGELO 
ROCPRT 
CORPUS 
PETTUS 
ESTES 
MESQT 
CCSU 
CCWIRE 
ALICE 
AMARILO 
ABILENE WB5EKW 


SANTEX WB5YWB 
LUKENB — 

— WASF 
HOUSTON WB5BBW 
FURRY | WB5BBW 
BRAZOS KFS5LN 
PARIS KOSI 
SDALLAS KFS5RN 
WACO —_~WDSKAL 
FALFURS WB5FRO 
VALLEY NA5C 
ISIDRO  K5RAV 


145.05 PMS 
Variable R&D 
Variable R&D 
145.09 NMS 


None Weather 


145.05 
145.07 
223.58 PMS 
145.05 
145.03 
144.05 
145.05 
145.05 


-- Not Active 
Not Active 


144.99 
145.05 
None 
None 
None 
144.99 
None 
145.01 
145.05 
145.05 


223.58 
145.05 

446.1 

145.05 
145.05 
144.93 
145.09 

None 
144.600 
None Soon 


Reserved for TexNode Usage 


SATLNK NOCCW 
BIGSLNK WB5NOQ 
KINGLNK WB5YHC 
ALPLNK ? 
REFUGIO WBS5OLT 


223.58 
145.05 


145.05 
9 


445.1 Link Relay 


Reserved for Non-Texas Usage 


MKOTST WA5VMS 
MUSKOGE W5EJK 


Fayetteville,ar FAYETVL WDSDUC 


Clayton,ok 
Poteau,ok 


CLAYTON W5CUQ 
FTSMITH W5ANR 
Reserved for 


145.01 
145.05 
145.09 
145.09 
145.09 
144.91 


ial Usage 


Texas Packet 
Operating Guide 


Over 50 pages of information on packet. 


Introduction 
Eliminating POOP from Packet 
Packet Voice Nets and Meetings 


TNC Settings 

TAPR Recommended TNC Settings 
HF TNC Settings 

Net/Rom Routing 

G8BPQ PCNode Settings 


HF Packet Frequencies 
VHF Packet Frequencies 
Formatting Messages for the NTS 


A Simple Guide to Better Packet Operations 


DX Packet Cluster Commands v4.3 
DX Cluster Locations 

Net/Rom Commands v1.3 

KANode Commands 

Conference Bridge Commands 
Mailbox/BBS Command Summary 
TexNet Command Summary 
TexNet Network Information Codes 


TexNet Network Map 
145.01 MHz Network Map 
145.05 MHz Network Map 
145.09 MHz Network Map 
446.1 MHz Network Map 
DX Cluster Map 


Texas Packet Roster 


(A listing of nodes in the state) 
Introduction 

Alias Name Listing 

City Listing 

Type Listing 

Frequency Listing 

Roster Information Correction 


While Suppiles last send $5.00 to 


Texas Packet Radio Society 
P.O. Box 50238 
Denton, Texas 76206-0238 


Price includes mailing. 


250 NETWORK RESERVED 

255 NETWORK RESERVED 

Please send corrections and requests for assignments 
in Texas to : TexNet Coordinator, TPRS Inc., P. O. Box 
50238, Denton, Texas 76206-0238 
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Texas TexNet Network Map ::,0 


FtGibsn\ - Fayetvl 
145.01 145.09 
Mkotst 145.05 eg” 
@ Amarillo 4a 


145. ore 


| — RF Link 


The roster contains information on : 


Node Alias 

The Texas Packet Roster has been compiled to noe ' 
provide operators in Texas with a listing of packet sage O Pott, 3 Oot ON ee Se ee 
operations in the state and to provide information Cae ane 
to the ARRL on packet activity for their 1) 

ress State 
publication. : 

Links (What other frequencies it communicates with) 

The roster is sorted by Name Alias Listing. The Other (misc. information) 
Texas Packet Operating Guide has ail four sorted Contact Name (Name responsible for the node) 


listings with maps. If you find information that A Addit: hea Teneeeia 
needs to be corrected, please send the information Sees sete. ; ae a ere peas) 
= purpose of correcting and adding information to the 


Page 12 roster. 


NODE 


#BBWPS 
#BBWPS 
#BNE 
#BNE8 
#DAL44 
#DELTA 
#FURRY 
#GUO8 
#LSP 
#SAC8 
#SAN8 
#SAT 
#SAW8 
#SEG 
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ABILENE 
ACT 
ACT 
ACT4 
ALAMO 
ALB 

ALD 
ALD4 

ALI 
ALICE 
ALPINE 
AMA 
AMARILO 
ANG 
ANG4 
ANTO9 
ARESO9 
ARLO9 
AUS 
AUSTIN 
AUX 
AXS 
BASO9 
BAS4 
BBWBBS 
BCR7 
BGS 
BIGSLNK 
BNE 
BNE4 
BNE48 
BNH4 
BPT 
BRAZOS 
BRD 

BRL 
BRLBOX 
BWD 


CALL 
NJ5N 
W5XJ 
KD5GD 
KGS5ND 
KESIV 
K5FP 
K5GH 
WB5BBW-5 
WB5BBW-5 
W5VEO-1 
W5VEO-8 
N5BCA-8 
WA4EWV-8 
WB5BBW-8 
NA4M-8 
KD4IZ-8 
N5LL-8 
N5HYH-8 
NOCCW-1 
W5IFP-8 
WAS5EWS-1 
N5HOF-2 
WB5EKW 
N5DT-4 
KF5Q-1 
N5DT-7 
NOCCW 
AG5F-2 
K5DX-1 
K5VMX-5 
K5DYY-1 
K5DYY 
WO5K-1 
WB5UDX-1 
W5CBT 
W5UMZ-2 
W5UMZ-3 
WD5HLS-8 
KB5CCA-2 
N5AUX-2 
KB5PM-1 
WAS5LHS 
N5AUX 
WB5KRH-1 
N5KT-2 
N5KT-9 
WB5BBW-0 
WB4QNX-3 
KE5PL-4 
KES5PL 
W5VEO-1 
W5VEO-2 
W5VEO-3 
KF5SP-1 
W5SSV-1 
KFSLN 
AASAX-6 
N5OLO-1 
N5OLO-2 
WB5DDP-1 


Net 
TexNet 
2pt 

Net 

2pt 
TexNet 
Net 

2pt 

2pt 

Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
2pt 

2pt 
TCR 

? 

Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net 

2pt 

2pt 
BBS 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Spt 

Spt 
Spt. 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 


CITY ST 
Fort Worth TX 
Rockwall TX 
Tyler TX 
Austin xX 
Houston TX 
Galveston TX 
Dallas TX 
Houston aX? 
Houston TX 
Boerne TX 
Boerne TX 
Dallas 1p. 
Houston TX 
Houston 18.4 
? TX 
? TX 
San Antonio TX 
San Antonio TX 
San Antonio TX 
San Antonio TX 
Seguin TX 
? TX 
Abilene x 

Waco EX 
Waco TX 
Waco TX 
San Antonio TX 

Albany TX 
Alden (Houston) TX 
Alden (Houston) TX 
Alice TX 
Alice aX 
Alpine TX 
Amarillo TX 
Amarillo TX 
Angleton TX 
Angleton TX 
? TX 
? TX 
Arlington TX 
Austin TX 
Austin TX 
Lake Arlington TX 
? TX 
Bastrop TX 
Bastrop TX 
Houston TX 
? TX 
Big Spring TX 
Big Spring TX 
Boerne 1X 
N.W. of Boerne TX 
Boerne TX 
Brenham TX 
Beaumont TX 
College Station/Bryan TX 
Baird TX 
4 TX 
? TX 
Brownwood TX 


FREQ 


446.1 / 145.09 
446.1 / 145.09 


446.1 ACT4 


145.01 ACT 


446.1 ALD4 
144.95 ALD 


TexNet Nodes Pettus / Alice 


446.1 ANG4 
145.01 ANG 


446.1 BAS4 
145.09 BASO9 
446.1 / 145.09 


446.1 BNE4 & BNE48 (@4800bps) 
145.01 BNE & 446.1 BNE48 (@4800) 
145.01 BNE & 446.1 BNE4 (@1200) 


OTHER Contact Person 
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NODE 
CALDO1 
CALD4 
CCABBS 
CCLO9 
CHI 
CHI4 
CIB 

CIB 

CIB 

CIB 
CIBOLO 
CLC 
CLL 
CNFBRG 
CONV9 
CORPUS 
CPQDAL 
CPQIAH 
CRP 
CXO09 
DAL 
DAL4 
DASO1 
DBL 
DDPBBS 
DDPPMS 
DENTON 
DOSS 
DSO 
DSO4 
DXLBB 
EDDY 
Ei 
BEE 
FER2 
Pio 
ELPBBS 
ESY 
ETX 
EUSO09 
FAL 
FRE 
FST 
FTDVS 
FTW 
GLS01 
GREENVL 
GVL 
GVL 
GVL 
GVLBBS 
HDLY 
HOU 
HOU0S 
HOU094 
HOU4 
HUB 
|AH 

|AH4 
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CALL 
AF5C-3 
AF5C-4 
KB5CCA 
KA5RRG-2 
W5USD-1 
K5VMX-7 
WB5DDP-2 
WBS5DDP-2 
WB5DDP-2 
WB5DDP-2 
WBS5DDP-2 
KA5KTH-1 
WA5ZQS-1 
WB5DDP-2 
KA5KTH-4 
N5IUT 
WD5GAZ-2 
WD5GAZ-3 
N5JKH-3 
KA5LUD-2 
N5BCA-2 
N5BCA-? 
N5DNG-1 
KA5EJX-2 
WB5DDP 
WB5DDP 
W5NGU 
N5AHI-2 
NF5O-1 
NF50-4 
WAS5TBB-3 
NU5D 
WD5HTQ 
N5RG-1 
KA5DQU-1 
N5RG-5 
W5ES-9 © 
K5QBM-1 
W5KPZ-1 
KB5CCA-1 
KB5ABH-1 
KA5EJV-1 
KP2S-1 
W5CDM-2 
N5AUX-2 
N5FWB-1 
WBS5IZL 
NB5I-2 
NB5I-2 
NBSI-2 
NB5SI-1 
N5IMO-1 
K5VMX-2 
WA4EWV-2 
WA4EWV-3 
K5VMX-3 
WD5BQN-1 
K5VMX-1 
K5VMX-6 


iadus 
2pt 
2pt 
BBS 
Net 
2pt 
2pt 
Switch 
Switch 
Switch 
Switch 
Switch 
Net 
Net 
Chat 
Chat 
TexNet 
2pt 
2pt 
Net 
Net 
2pt 
2pt 
Net 
Net 
BBS 
BBS 
TexNet 
Net 
2pt 
2pt 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
BBS 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Switch 
Switch 
Switch 
BBS 
Net 
2pt 
2pt 

2pt 

2pt 
Net 
2pt 
2pt 


CITY 
Caldwell 
Caldwell 
Eustace 

? 

Chita 

Chita 

Cibolo 
Cibolo 
Cibolo 
Cibolo 
Cibolo 

Clear Lake City 
College Station 
Cibolo 

Clear Lake City 
Corpus Christi 
Plano 
Houston 
Corpus Cristi 
Conroe 
Dallas 
Dallas 
Daisetta 
Aspermont 
Cibolo 
Cibolo 
Denton 
Mason 
DeSoto 
DeSoto 

? 

Eddy 

El Paso 

El Paso 

El Paso 

El Paso 

El Paso 
Rowlett 

? 

Eustace 
Falfuriss 
Freir 


Alpine & Ft Stockton 


Ft Davis 
Ft Worth 
Galveston 
Greenville 
Greenville 
Greenville 
Greenville 
Greenville 
Hadley 
Houston 
Houston 
Houston 
Houston 
Houston 
Houston 
Houston 


FREQ OTHER Contact Person 
446.1 CALD4 
145.01 CALDO1 


Houston 


446.1/145.01/145.09/223.58 switch 
446.1/145.01/145.09/223.58 switch 
446.1/145.01/145.09/223.58 switch 
446.1/145.01/145.09/223.58 switch 
446.1/145.01/145.09/223.58 switch 


LandLine CPQIAH 
LandLine CPQDAL 
TexNet Node Pettus 


446.1 DAL4 
145.01 DAL 
Double Mtn 
West of Doss 
145.01 / 145.07/145.09 Switch 


145.01 / 145.07/145.09 Switch 
145.01 / 145.07/145.09 Switch 


446.1 HOU4 
446.1 HOU094 
145.09 HOU9 
145.01 HOU 


446.1 
145.01 


|IAH4 
IAH 


SANTEX 


CALL 
WD5GAZ-7 


KB5CCA-2 
N5DT-2 
W5QXK-2 
W5JEH-3 
WD5GAZ-4 
WD5GAZ-9 
WASTBB-1 
W5ERO-9 
W5ERO-9 
N5LDD 
W5CDM-2 
KA5EJX-1 
KE5PL-6 
WA5TBB 
KE5PL-1 
K5HYE-1 
KD4EN-1 
WB5RXA 
KE5PL-9 
KA5RRG-1 
W5MCC-1 
N5EG 
N4PRQ-1 
KA5LUD-2 
W5TEP-1 
WD5GQT-1 
WD5GQT-2 
WR5C-4 
WB5NQC-9 
N5JDE-2 
AG5F-1 
KA5DWR 
KA5LUD-1 
KA5LUD-3 
W5CDM-1 


WB5YWB 


re 
Chat 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 

2pt 

2pt 

Net 
Switch 
Switch 
BBS 
Net 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net 
Net 

2pt 

2pt 
TexNet 
BBS 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
2pt 

2pt 

2pt 

2pt 

Net 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 

2pt 

2pt 

Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net> 
Net 
TexNet 
BBS 
Net 
TexNet 


FREQ. CITY | 


145.01 
145.09 
145.01 
145.09 
145.01 
145.01 
446.10 
145.01 
145.05 
145.01 
145.09 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
144.05 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.05 
145.05 
145.09 
145.01 
145.09 
145.01 
145.09 
145.07 
145.09 
446.1 
145.05 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
None 
145.01 
446.10 
145.01 
145.05 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.05 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.09 
446.1 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
N/A 
145.01 
Variable 
145.01 
145.01 
145.09 
144.99 
145.01 
145.01 
223.58 


Houston 
Eustace 
Kauffman 
Kauffman 
? 

La Grange 
La Grange 
Lubbock 
Lubbock 
Lubbock 
Dallas 

Mt. Livermore 
Lamesa 
Lamesa 
Lubbock 
Marfa 

. 

fe 

Midland 
Midland 

? 


? 
Murphy 
ey 


Houston 

New Braunfuls 
New Braunfuls 
New Braunfuls 
Dallas 

? 

if 

Nugent 

Ft Worth 

New Waverly 
New Waverly 
Odessa 
Odesa 

Olney 

Ozona 
Palestine 
Paris 

Pettus 

Pettus 
Plainview 

Port O’Connor 
Port O’Connor 
Ponca 

? 

Prosper 

? 

Refugio 
Mercedes 
Richardson 
Rankin 
Rockport 

9 


Rockp ort 
? 


San Angelo 
San Antonio 


FREQ 


446.1 LAG4 
145.01 LAG 


145.05 / 145.01 
145.05 / 145.01 


OTHER Contact Person 


7000' btwn Marfa & Ft Davis 


145.01 by way of MIDLNK to ODSA05 


MIDLAND TexNet 


446.1 NBU4 


145.09 NBUOS 


446.1 
145.01 


NWY4 
NWY 


145.05 ODSA05 
ODSA01 


145.01 


PMS 


TexNet Node Pettus 
“445.01 nodes : ALI, PET, CRP” 


446.1 


POC094 
145.09 POCO0O9 


Rio Grande Valley 
R&D 
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NODE 
SAT 
SAT0O7 
SATO9 
SAT220 
SATN 
SATN 
SATNX 
SATNX 
SDALLAS 
SEG 
Seguin 
SEWS-1 
SFW 


WDL 
WDLO9 
WDLO094 
WEBS 
WFORD 
WFTX 
WIN 
WISE 
WTN 
YKMO9 


CALL 
NOCCW-1 
NOCCW-14 
NOCCW-11 
NOCCW-12 
NOoCCW 
NOCCW | 
NoCCW 
NoCCW 
KF5RN 
WASEWS-1 
WASEWS 
: 
KBSASY-1 
N5JKX-1 
WASJSN-1 
WASTBB-2 
KESPL-5 
N5OEO-1 
N5OE0-2 
WA4EWV 
KESPL-2 
WP4BZN-1 
W5AC-4 
W5AC 
WS5AC 
WD5EFC-8 
WA4GNA-1 
WS5JEH-6 
N5IRB-2 
N5IRB-1 
W5JEH-5 
N5DT-1 
WASTMU-1 
K5SOI-1 
K5SOI-2 
K5SOI-3 
WB4GYS-1 
WB4GYS-4 
WD5KAL 
N5DT-1 
N5DT-€ 
K5VMX-9 
K5VMX-8 
K5VMX-9 
KNSF-8 
K5LGW-1 
W5VAC-1 
AGSF-3 
W50YS-1 
K5SOI-2 
WBS5USU-1 


-YPE 
Net 
Net 
2pt 
2pt 
Switch 
Switch 
Switch 
Switch 
TexNet 
Net 
TexNet 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
2pt 

2pt 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
BBS 
Net 
TCP 
Net 
2pt 

2pt 

2pt 

2pt 
Net 
Net 
2pt 

2pt 

2pt 

2pt 

2pt 
TexNet 
2pt 

2pt 
Net 
ept 

2pt 
TCP 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 
Net 


FREQ. 
145.01 
145.07 
145.09 
223.58 
145.01 
223.58 
223.58 
145.01 
144.93 
145.01 
223.58 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.09 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.09 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.09 
446.10 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.09 
446.1 
145.01 
446.10 
145.09 
145.01 
446.10 
145.01 
145.09 
446.1 
145.09 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.01 
145.09 


CITY 

San Antonio 
San Antonio 
San Antonio 
San Antonio 
San Antonio 
San Antonio 
San Antonio 
San Antonio 
Dallas 
Seguin 
Seguin 

2 


Ft Worth 
Sherman 
San Angelo 
2 


Sanderson 
Spring Branch 
Spring Branch 
Spring 
Sterling City 
Rio Grande 
College Station 
Colllege Station 
College Station 
Houston 

? 

Temple 
Temple 
Temple 
Temple 
Terrell 

Tyler 

Victoria 
Victoria 
Victoria 

Vidor 

Vidor 

Waco 
Waxahachie 
Waxahachie 
Woodlands 
Woodlands 
Woodlands 
Houston 
Weatherford 

? 

Winters 
Decatur 
Wharton 
Yukom 


FREQ OTHER Contact Person 

223.58 SAT220 

145.09 SATO9 

Use SATNX to Crossband to 223.58 

Use SATNX to Crossband to 145.01 

Use SATNX to Crossband to 145.01 

Use SATNX to Crossband to 223.58 
PMS 

145.09 SPRGBD 

145.01 SPRGBD 
Texas A&M University 
Texas A&M University 
Texas A&M University 

446.1 TPL4 

145.09 TPLO9 

145.01 TPLO1 

145.01 TPL4 

446.1 VCT094 

145.09 VCTO9 

446.1 VID4 

145.01 VID 

446.1 WAX4 

145.01 WAX 

446.1 WDL094 

145.09 WDLOS9 
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RAKES 
satetetetocatenenetocenoteee 
ret 


iGVV . 
TPRS will be moving it BBS from the DRIG in 
Dallas to PC-EVE located in Houston and 
managed by Walter Holmes, WD5GAZ. Since the 
DRIG BBS has become the AMSAT National 
board, many of the user’s have had problems 
getting access to the system The move to the PC- 
EVE should help in all maters, since Walter is very 
active in packet and there are many items on the 
system for packet operators. 


The phone number is : (713) 955-7564 


ee 


ee POI 
Paes recast 


From: Bob Nielsen [71540,2364] 
[Editor Note : Better late than never.] 


The TAPR Annual Meeting was held in Tucson at 
the Best Western Inn at the Airport on Saturday 
and Sunday, February 24 and 25, 1990. This was 
preceded by a Board of Directors meeting on 
Friday, February 23. The meeting opened with 
welcoming remarks by the outgoing president, 
Andy Freeborn, NOCCZ. 


¢ Doug Loughmiller, KOSI, presented.a description of the 
Microsat project, complete with many slides showing the 
satellites and the launch headquarters in Kourou, French 
Guiana. 

¢ Lyle Johnson, WA7GXD, described the 1.1.7 revision to the 
TAPR TNC 2 firmware and PRIACK, what it does and why. 
e Steve Hall, WMéP, described a project for improved HF 
packet communications, including the use of polarization 
diversity to reduce fading effects. 

e Phil Karn, KA9Q, talked on latest NOS version of TCP /IP. 
° Bdale Garbee, N3EUA, described some of the REAL high- 
speed networking he has been working with. 

e Franklin Antonia, N6NKE, described what he termed his 
“communications vehicle” which was in the parking lot for 
viewing during the lunch break. Ithas a commercial satellite 
terminal with which he communicated with San Diego. 

e Also during lunch, there was a video consisting of a short 
WWII-era film on using d.f techniques to chase down some 
spies (The original “fox- hunt”). It wasn’t intended to be 
humorous at the time, but definitely appears so today! 

e Fried Heyn, WA6WZO, gave an update on ARRL 
Southwestern Division 

activities, and Jon Bloom, KE3Z, presented his “Notes from 
Newington”. 

e Harry Ridenour, NOCCW, President of the Texas Packet 
Radio Society spoke about current developments with TPRS 
and TexNet in Texas. 


* Jay Nugent, WB8TKL, spoke on the Great Lakes Network. 
e Mark Schroeder, WB7QGN, described some very simple 
modifications to Motorola MITREK radios for interfacing to 
a TNC, as used in the Southern California-Arizona packet 
backbone system. 

¢ A presentation on the 56 kbps full duplex repeater in 
Ottawa, Canada was given by Doug Yuill, VE3OCU. 

e Peter Eaton, WB9FLW, presented the status of the 
packetRADIO project. 

e The TAPR DCD modification kits and other related items 
were discussed by Lyle Johnson, WA7GXD. 

e Andy Dimartini, KC2FF of DRSI had prototypes of two 
new products, the K3MC “Awesome I/O Card”, and a DSP 
card using the Motorola 56001 chip. 

* Gwyn Reedy, WA1BEL, of PacComm described his latest 
hardware, which was on display at the meeting. The PSK 
modem and the HandiPacket portable packet controller got 
a lot of attention at the PacComm table. 

e Phil Anderson, WOXI, from Kantronics described the new 
DVR 2-2 (digital /voice radio) and also the de56 Data Engine. 
e Andy Freeborn, NOCCZ, closed the Saturday session with 
the TAPR Financial Report. 


Harry Ridenour - NOCCW 


If you have any current information available on 
Networking that you are doing, please send it in for 
publication. This column is intended for the distribution of 
networking news in the state. 


Net: The feedline at Falfurrias (FAL) was replaced 
and with the addition of an amplifier at RGV site,. 
itshould now havea 24 hour path into the valley of 
South Texas. 


Thanks to the efforts of KISEF, nodes at KING/ 
LUL have been added to the 01/09/446 nets and 
provide improved paths and cross links to SEG- 
NBU09- BASO9-YKMO09 and the 446.1 ports of 
these nodes. 


Rose: A major effort is underway by N5SDIT, 
N5BCA and others to convert many of the 
previous NET nodes to the new ROSE Switch 
Networking software. As very little information 
has been forthcoming, we have little to share but 
we do plan on updates in future quarterly reports 
and the Texas Packet Operating Guide. We would 
like to wish them great success and offer any 
assistance we might have to their efforts. There are 
those who sometimes forget that progress by 
experimentation is the essence of Ham Radio and 
that we are NOT in competition with "Ma Bell” in 
providing networks! 
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e The release of TexLink, the TexNet software ror 
the TNC-2, has been delayed pending continuing 


development. There are presently three nodes 
under test with this software in the single port 
version while efforts continue on the dual port 
versions. We wish to be as certain as possible 
before release. Thanks for all the inquiries. 


¢ TexNet release 1.5 was made official at the TPRS 
Board meeting. TexNet Support Group members 
and individuals who have ordered 1.5 should be 
receiving disks the first of August. 


e SouthWest Network Services (SNS) has made 
available to TPRS, circuits to cities in Texas and 
many other states. TPRS is the sole contact and 
coordinator for these services. DO NOT attempt 
to contact SNS or its employees for information on 
these facilities. These are 9600 bps, point to point 
circuits, and our intention is to extend coverage of 
the TexNet Network to such cities having 
individuals wanting to support and join in this 
effort. A few of the cities available outside of Texas 
are Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Baton Rouge, New 
Orleans, Birmingham, Atlanta, and Nashville. 
These circuits are available now. Future cities 
include Denver, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Phoenix, and more. Not every location meets all 
the needed criteria for an amateur packet node (for 
example: roof access for antennas), but any amateurs in 
these or other such locations WHO HAVE A REAL, 
SERIOUS, HONEST interest in participating are 
encouraged to write TPRS stating such or you may 
call Harry Ridenour, NOCCW, at (512) 654-4405 
between 1200cdt-2300cdt. Such contacts will NOT 
be handled by packet. 


Up frontit should be stated that if one went out and 
bought all the basic equipment required (NCP 
board, power supply, 2 meter user radio and antenna) it 
would require an investment of approximately 
500-750 dollars depending on your ability to find 
bargains. It has been done for half that. TPRS is 
financially unable to fund individual node 
projects. TPRS will serve as coordinators/ 
facilitators and assist in managing the network. 
Investments of money,manpower, material and 
time are to be by those individuals (or clubs) in the 


cities served. 
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ee sas ee shes me ae 


HamCom 

To those who could not attend this year’s 
HamCom, we missed you. To those who did 
attend, we thank you for the great support and 
attendance at all of the Packet forums. All the 
comments I overheard support the notion that it 
was the BEST ever and getting better. Several 
commented that HamCom has by far the best 
packet activities of any of the major ham-ventions. 
The TPRS annual membership meeting was the 
best attended to date, in some part due the raffling 
of a PK88 TNC for those in attendance. Whatever 
works, right! The TNC was won by Mike Heskett, 
WB5QLD. Next year we hope to have several such 
raffles at various forums and the annual 
membership meeting. A big vote of thanks to all 
who spoke at the forums, worked the booth and 
otherwise provided support for all these efforts. A 
very special thanks must go to Greg, WD5IVD, for 
the organizational efforts behind the scenes that 
made all of it possible. The “hit” of the event, from 
a TPRS standpoint, was the introduction of the 
“Texas Packet Operating Guide”. We sold out in 
three hours the number of copies we had expected 
to cover two days! For anyone who in the past has 
said (or thought) that TPRS was only concerned with 
TexNet, they will be forced to reconsider after 
scanning the guide. We ask any and all who note 
ANY errors or oversights to PLEASE submit 
corrections, additions, or deletions as soon as 
possible. To those who ordered copies, you should 
have received them by now and to those who 
would like copies, they are available from TPRS for 
$5.00 each. 


Our membership now is approaching 400 
members and still growing. We hope to see 500 in 
the near future! There IS strength in numbers. 


Vounteerism-Assistance-Involvement. 

I have written several times on this subject. At 
HamCom I received several comments that TPRS 
is NOT specific enough. The point is well made 
and taken. However, there is some difficulty in 
being specific as needs are different in each area. 
Here are some specifics: 


Home Phone: ( ) 


«ls this a renewal ? (Yes/No) : 


————--------------4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
Sale pe een rel ee If), enemies oe er I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


eer el ee ee = 
Texas Packet Radio Society -- Membership Application 
Name: ails 

Address : Apt : 

City : 


Work Phone: ( ) 


¢ Membership is $12 per year. Number of years : 


Mail to: Texas Packet Radio Society 
P.O. Box 50238 
Denton, Texas 76206-0238 


e Help is needed in the fabrication and 
installations of TexNet Nodes in Houston. Contact 
Kurt WB5BBW. We need help in maintaining 
nodes in EVERY area. 


e TPRS is spread too thin. Even if you feel you 
are not technically proficient (Ihave NEVER claimed to 
be) there is much you could do to help — often just 
visiting a site in trouble to “eyeball” for things like 
a blown fuse! Another example would be to drive 
two or three hours prepared for all sorts of 
electronic failures only to find that the antenna has 
broken off. In this case it would be nice if someone 
who lives close could go look first! 


e Then there is money. Every node owner could 
use some help either in cash or in equipment. 
EVERY one. Don’t know who they are? LOOK AT 
THE CALLSIGNS on the Nodes. The situation in 
Houston is a good example. They are losing three 
sites (6 nodes), because of insufficient support 
needed to make a long term commitment to pay for 
tower space, previously donated. If every packet 
user in the greater Houston area would have 
donated an amount, there would have been a 
surplus! Instead the 90% who do nothing, also 
provide nothing, and therefore NOTHING is the 
result. A shame! 


If YOU, the packet user, have not contributed 
money, manpower, material, or time to your local 
node owner (NetRom/TheNet/TexNet or Rose), then 
you are a FREELOADER. 


It has been said, that if we were better leaders we 
would have better support at the local level. I 
submit that is an easy excuse. The best form of 
leadership is by example. The node owners have 
led the way, by example, in contributing their 
money, manpower, material, and time — building, 
installing, and maintaining networks that 90% of 
YOU use while providing nothing. 


Don’t be a FREELOADER. Volunteer! Get 
Involved! Participate. 


73 Harry NOCCW 


Editors Note : It has been published in earlier TPRS 
Quarterly Reports that TPRS membership primarily pays for 
the printing and mailing of member services (like this 
Quarterly Report) and the remainders goes to supporting the 
operations of TPRS. Membership in TPRS is helping to 
support the distribution of information. 
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Catch the 


Packet - Fever ! 


Texas Packet Radio Society 


Texas Packet Radio Society 
P.O. Box 50238 
Denton, Texas 


76206-0238 
To: 
702 N8GNJ Dec 1, 1990 
Steve Stroh 
44919 NE 163rd =e 
Woodville WA 98072 
FIRSTCLASS 


Change of Address Requested 


